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Sam Hamra receives Wendy’s International 
Outstanding Franchisee of the Year Award  

 
(Springfield, Missouri) Ð WendyÕs of Missouri Franchisee Sam Hamra received the 
prestigious R. David Thomas ÒFounderÕs AwardÓ at the WendyÕs International 
Convention in Las Vegas, Nevada, on October 27, where over 3,000 were in attendance.  
The FounderÕs Award is WendyÕs InternationalÕs highest honor and is presented annually 
to the Outstanding Franchisee that best embodies the values and common-sense business 
approach of WendyÕs founder Dave Thomas. The Outstanding Franchisee must have 
excellent operations, a strong marketing plan, give importance to employee development 
and actively support their communities through civic and charitable involvement. 
WendyÕs of Missouri is one of around 450 Franchisees in the WendyÕs System, which 
includes 6,600 WendyÕs restaurants worldwide.   
 
ÒIÕm proud and very appreciative of the leadership in our organization for all of their hard 
work and efforts, especially our WendyÕs of Missouri President Chuck Ocarz, our District 
Managers, restaurant managers, employees and support staff. I am humbled and honored 
to receive this award on their behalf,Ó said Sam Hamra.  
 
Sam was one of the first Franchisees in the WendyÕs system signing his Franchise 
agreement in 1975. He opened his first WendyÕs restaurant on March 15, 1976 at the 
intersection of Sunshine & Campbell in Springfield, which was the 206th WendyÕs 
restaurant in the United States.  
 
In making the presentation WendyÕs International President David Karam said that 
WendyÕs of Missouri had distinguished itself by rebuilding or remodeling all of their 28 
restaurants, had same store sales increases each year over the last fourteen years, and 
extremely low employee turnover. He also recognized that WendyÕs of MissouriÕs Rolla 
restaurant was selected as one of the top 14 WendyÕs restaurants out of 6,600 in the world 
for an unprecedented 2 years in a row.     
 
WendyÕs of Missouri, Inc., owned by Franchisees Sam & June Hamra, is headquartered in 
Springfield and has 28 restaurants, including eight locations in Springfield, three 
locations in Branson, two locations in Jefferson City and Columbia, and one location in 
Bolivar, Ozark, Nixa, Lebanon, St. Robert, Rolla, Fulton, Lake Ozark, Clinton, Republic, 
Sedalia, Harrisonville, and Warrensburg. 
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